
2 Samuel 17:22
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Then David arose, and all the people that were with him, and

they passed over Jordan: by the morning light there lacked

not one of them that was not gone over Jordan. 

Analysis

Then David arose, and all the people that were with him, and they passed

over Jordan: by the morning light there lacked not one of them that was

not gone over Jordan.

This verse contributes to the narrative of Competing Counsel, emphasizing divine

providence  over  human  wisdom.  The  contrast  between  Ahithophel's  shrewd

counsel and Hushai's divinely-blessed alternative demonstrates God's providential

control over human wisdom. The text explicitly states "the LORD had appointed to

defeat  the good counsel  of  Ahithophel"  (v.  14),  emphasizing divine sovereignty.

Ahithophel's suicide demonstrates despair when human wisdom fails. Theological

themes include God's sovereignty over human planning, divine protection of His

anointed, and the inadequacy of worldly wisdom apart from God.

Historical Context

The historical setting of 2 Samuel 17 occurs during David's reign (circa 1010-970

BCE) over Israel's united monarchy. Archaeological discoveries, including the Tel

Dan inscription mentioning the 'House of David,' corroborate biblical historicity.

Ancient Near Eastern customs regarding divine providence over human wisdom

provide crucial background. The geopolitical situation involved regional powers—

Philistines, Ammonites, Arameans, Moabites, Edomites—as David consolidated and

expanded  Israel's  territory.  Cultural  practices  concerning  kingship,  warfare,
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covenant  relationships,  family  dynamics,  and  religious  observance  differed

significantly from modern Western contexts, requiring careful attention to avoid

anachronistic  interpretation  while  extracting  timeless  theological  principles

applicable across cultures and eras.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Study Questions

How does this passage deepen your understanding of divine providence over

human wisdom?

What does this verse reveal about God's character, and how should that

shape your worship and obedience?

In what specific ways can you apply this truth to your current circumstances

and relationships this week?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

קָם ָּ ויַ
arose
H6965

ד ִ ו ָּ ד
Then David

H1732

וכְלָ
H3605

הָעָם
and all the people

H5971

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

וֹ אִתּ
H854

ר עָבַ
of them that was not gone over

H5674

אֶת
H853

ן׃ ֵּֽ הַירַּדְ
Jordan
H3383

עַד
H5704

וֹר א
light
H216

קֶר הַבֹּ
by the morning

H1242

עַד
H5704

אַחַד
not one

H259

א לֹ
H3808

ר ָּ נעְֶד
there lacked

H5737

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

לֹֽא
H3808

ר עָבַ
of them that was not gone over

H5674

אֶת
H853

ן׃ ֵּֽ הַירַּדְ
Jordan
H3383

Additional Cross-References

Proverbs 27:12 (Parallel theme):  A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth

himself; but the simple pass on, and are punished.

Matthew 10:16 (Parallel theme): Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of

wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.

John 18:9 (Parallel theme): That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of

them which thou gavest me have I lost none.
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